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COLONIZATION OF FREE BLACKS. 


The present is an age of wonders in the moral world. Almost 
every breeze waits to our ears intelligence of some new and inte- 
resting plan of benevolence, designed to ameliorate the condition 
of suffering humanity, extend “peace on earth,” and bring “glory 
to God in the highest.” 

A voice from our western wilderness, demanding our charity, has 
been heard: the plea has deeply penetrated every humane heart: 
the demand has been answered: and already, the swift messenger 
of the cross bears to the wretched savage, the glad tidings of sal- 
vation, the bread of everlasting life. That wildnerness seems al- 
ready to “blossom like the rose,” and its solitary places are now 
beginning, with infant voices, to chaunt the high praises of the God 
of Heaven. 

Again, from another quarter, a still louder, and more affecting 
appeal is made to the freemen, to the philanthropists, and to the 
Christians of America. The groans of benighted Africa, which 
have been for so many centuries uttered in vain, have at length 
aroused the tenderest feelings of humanity. To America she 
stretches forth her suppliant hands, and America, be it spoken to 
her glory, seems to declare those hands shall now be filled. 

Rejoice, oh ye miserable sons of Ham; lift up your heads with 
songs of thanksgiving, for your deliverance is at hand. The genius 
of Liberty weeps at the view of your bondage and woe: she bids 
the sons of freedom knock the clanking chains of slavery from 
your necks, and return you free and independent to the land of 
your fathers. 

We cannot express the satisfaction and joy we feel in announ- 
cing to the publick, that the enlightened citizens of Baltimore, have 
caught the sacred flame, which was at first kindled, during the last 
year, in the legislature of Virginia, extended its influence from 
thence to the National Legislature, and gave immediate rise 
to the “American Society for colonizing the free people of co- 
lour of the United States.” This society was instituted by seve- 
ral distinguished members of congress, and other cliaracters of emi- 
nence from different parts of the Union, in the city of Washing- 
ton, on Saturday the 28th day of December, 1816. A meeting 
of the citizens of Baltimore was called on Tuesday the 8th of July, 
to consider the expediency of forming an Auxiliary Colonization 
Society. A large number of distinguished gentlemen attended, 
and unanimously determined to organize such a society. A con- 
stitution was immediately adopted, and persevering exertions are 
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now making to increase the number of subscribers, which is alread 
very respectable; and no doubt is entertained, that the Auxiliary 
Society will be very generally approved and aided. 

The immediate object of the general society is, to procure funds 
sufficient to enable them to send out an agent to the coast of Africa, 
for the purpose of exploring the country, and ascertaining where a 
suitable territory can be procured, and on what terms for establish- 
ingacolony. After this is done, the way will be prepared for lay- 
ing the subject in a favourable light before the National Legisla- 
ture, and gaining their co-operation in the designs of the society. 

A tract of country has already been recommended to the society, 
by a distinguished gentleman in England, Mr. Thomas Clarkson, 
to whom they wrote for advice on the subject. ‘This is Sherbro, a 
large, healthy, and fertile country, situated about fifty leagues south 
from Sierra Leone. This tract, we believe, is not claimed by any 
civilized nation, and might, no doubt, be very easily procured from 
the natives. Objections have been started by some persons against 
the plan of the society, on account of the unwillingness manifested 
by some free blacks to leave America. We are happy to have it 
in our power to obviate these objections by stating that information 
is now received by the society, which may be fully relied upon, that 
a sufficient number of free blacks are in readiness to embark for 
Africa and form a colony, so soon as a suitable place can he procured 
for their reception. The unwillingness which has been manifested, 
seems to have arisen from a misapprehension of the design of the 
society. Having been once dragged from their native shores, and 
for a long time groaned under the oppressive yoke of slavery; they 
shudder at the thought of again jeopardizing their lives and liberty, 
by embarking for those wretched shores, where they may again be 
kidnapped by some inhuman monster, and return in chains, render- 
ed ten fold more intolerable, on account of their having tasted for 
a moment the sweets of liberty. No wonder then, that they watch 
their freedom with a jealous eye, and hesitate to accede to the plans 
of those, who have been their oppressors. ‘They are men; they are, 
in a measure, freemen; and, as freemen should do, they look on 
slavery with utter detestation. They have, perhaps, some fears, 
that this is a subtle plan to enslave them in the land of their fathers. 
Let these fears be Resigate, as, indeed, they have been, ina great 
measure already; let the free people of colour be well assured, 
that they are to revisit their native country, civilized, free, and in- 
dependent; that they are to be protected by the American Eagle, 
and to assume their proper rank among the nations of earth. Let 
them be assured of these things, and we doubt not they will rise 
almost en mass, and shout again for Africa. They will bid adieu, 
without a tear, to the country which has so long held them in bond- 
age, and joyfully will meet the “mountain waves,” which roll them 
back to Africa and Independence. ‘There, then, in humble grati- 
tude to God, they will rear the heaven aspiring temple: And for- 
ever will they hail with joy, the star-spangled banner, under the pro- 
tection of which they were made freemen, 











THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


ON PRAYER—N%o. V. 


That prayer cannot be offered independently of the mediation of 
Christ, is a proposition easily demonstrated from the Scriptures. 
This we think we have shown to the satisfaction of every one who 
has either studied or believed them. Yet still, a question of no or- 
dinary moment remains, which, if we are not competent to solve, 
leaves us unrelieved by the blood of Christ, and strangers to the 
communion after lack we are inquiring. The question is, How 
shall the benefits of this mediation be derived to us? On the consi- 
deration of this we now enter: and that without reluctance; because 
we know the plan of redemption is perfect in all its parts, and ca- 
pable of being so omens as that the sinner shall realize its bles- 
sings: It is a finished saivation. 

The principle of solution we find bosomed in the plan itself, and 
thus explicitly announced by the apostle Paul: “No man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost:” i. e. without his 
agency our religious worship can never be conducted in depend- 
ence on the mediation of Christ, becquse, we cannot otherwise re- 
cognize him as the Mediator or Lord. We may try it; but in the 
end we shall find ourselves to have trifled with our own souls, de- 
feated the very object of our privilege, and trampled upon the in- 
stitutions of divine love. Nay, even its present effects will be aw- 
fully deleterious: the service would now be a drudgery, painful in 
the extreme, without any remuneration for its toils; exhibiting all 
the austerity of the form, without any of its sweetness; depress- 
ing our spirits under the horrors of despair, where they should rise 
in the triumphs of hope. Jew and Gentile must harmonize here 
and draw nigh, having the Advocate in the heart. “Through him 
we both have access by one spirit unto the Father.” Eph. 2. 18. 

It may not be uninstructive nor irrelevant to trace the Spirit’s 
operations, as a subject of general inquiry. Many of our difficult- 
ies in explaining the Scriptures arise from insulating their truths, or 
not considering them in their connexion. Now the influence of the 
Holy Spirit pervadesthe wholesystem of redemption; stands connect- 
ed with every ordinance, is essential to every virtue, the strength 
of every promise, the life of every hope. Itis carried further: suse 
tains all creation; gives to earth all her verdure, and to the firma- 
ment all her lentes. The general principle, which in this wide 
expansion encircles the mercy-seat, and pours its hallowed influ- 
ence upon the praying heart, we conceive to be this, that the Holy 
Spirit is the agent in accomplishing all outward divine acts. Let 
us trace it through that revelation which God has given us of him- 
self: ‘to the law and to the testimony.” 

God is styled the Creator; The Spirit of God moved on the faee 
of the waters.” Gen. 1. 2. “By his Spirit he hath garnished the 
heavens.” Job. 26.13. “The Spirit of God hath made me, and 
the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” Job. 33. 4. 

God is also the God of Prestdince, and has promised, that “while 
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
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summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” As his 
own “sign” and pledge of this, he has stretched his “bow on the 
clouds;” and in alinost every shower, not only perpetuates the me- 
morial of the flood, but reriews his promise of continual care. Yet 
the whole is ascribed to the Holy Ghost. ‘Thou sendest forth thy 
Spirit, they are created, and thou renewest the face of the earth.” 
Psl. 104.30. Until the Spirit be poured out upon us from on high, 
and the wilderness be a fruttful field, and the fruitful field be coun- 
ted for a forest.” Isa. 32.15. The abundant fruits of the earth 
through the millennial era, are the result of the plentiful effusion of 
the Holy Spirit. 

God 1s the moral Governour of tne world. His dispensations as 
such, or in their moral references evince the same truth. ‘Proph- 
ecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2. Pet. 1, 21. 

he Holy Spirit reared up Messiah’s kingdom: he created the hu- 
man nature of the Lord Jesus: Luke 1. 55. was the agent by whom 
the second person of the Trinity constantly acted upon that hu- 
man nature, in regard of extraordinary gifts: Isa. 61. 1. in work- 
ing miracles, Matt. 12. 28, in offering up himself: Heb. 9. 14. 
Moreover, the Apostles could not leave , Nie sre nor enter fully 
upon their work, until they received the Holy Ghost as the seal of 
their office, and the glorious agent by whose blessings their labours 
should be crowned with success, and issue in the glory of God. 
In fine, all the personal benefits we obtain from redemption b 
Christ, are conveyed to us by his agency. “The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.” Rom. 
5.5. Heis the seal of adoption, and the earnest of our inheritance. 
Eph. 1. 13. 14. He is our comforter and instructor. John, 14. 26. 
He will raise us from the dead. Rom. 8. 11. The whole is summed 
up in that fearful declaration, “if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.”’ Rom. 8. 9. 

The foregoing is a very brief display of a principle, whose illus- 
tration we might extend through many numbers. At the same time, 
we flatter ourselves, it is sufficiently distinct to enable our’ readers 
to perfect it for themselves. However that may be, we have said 
enough for our present purpose. For, if God must teach us to pray, 
then the privilege falls naturally under the superintendeuce of the 
Holy Spirit, according to the part which we have seen he sustains 
in all the works of God. It is a proposition necessarily true, that 
“no man can call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” We are 
not surprized to be distinctly told, that “we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh interces- 
sion for us with groanings that cannot be uttered.” Rom. 8. 26. The 
principle may belong to the philosophy of christianity, but its prac- 
tical ellects every christian feels. 

We, who live under the gospel dispensation, are particularly 
concerned in the work of the Holy Spirit. ‘The former dispensa- 
tion was characterized by its typical ceremonies—means of instruc- 
tion adapted to the capacities of “an heir under age.”’ The present 
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fs peculiarly the dispensation of the Holy Spirit: so much so that 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, is “the unpardonable sin.” This 
we are taught in 2. Col. 3. ch. 7. 8. v. “But if the ministration of 
death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses, 
for the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be done away; 
how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious?” 
It would not be difficultto show what I believe to be the apostle’s 
object here: i. e. to exhibit the two dispensations in contrast. But 
not to suppose a difficulty where perhaps none exists, we shall take 
it for granted, and assert, that the New-Testament dispensation is 
here called the ministration of the Spirit. We are therefore to ex- 
pect that the principle we have been considering will here be strong- 
ly marked, and that we may distinctly perceive it affecting every 
religious institution. Hence his agency in prayer upon the advent 
of Christ, was a matter of special promise in the days of the Pro- 
phets. ‘In that day I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace, and of supplica- 
tion.”” Zech. 12. 10. 

This promise is particularly noticed by the Apostle as fulfilled. 
“For ye have not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
ye have received the Spirit o adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther. Rom. 8.15. Here again the two dispensations are presented 
in contrast, in regard of the respective influences produced on the 
minds of their subjects by the Holy Spirit. Under the first fear 
was created, and the Holy Spirit is denominated the Spirit of bon- 
dage; and this particularly in reference to their ceremonies of wor- 
ship. ‘They had not that familiarity we now have: they were kept 
at an awful distance: were shut out from the Holiest of all: none but 
the High Priest could enter, and that but oncea year:. Hence Peter 
denominates it “a yoke which neither they nor their fathers were 
able tobear.”” ‘The second creates a filial confidence: does not keep 
us at an awful distance; does not shut us out from the Holiest of all; 
but brings us nigh; rends the veil and gives us boldness to enter by 
the blood of Jesus. The Spirit is here called the Spirit of adoption: 
producing filial affections, and corresponding language: for he is 
‘sent forth into our hearts, crying Abba, Father.” So that the view 
becomes doubly interesting to those who live under the present dis- 
pensation, because the Spirit is particularly now the Spirit of wor- 
ship, the Spirit of prayer. 

n ae api who would not pray? who would be afraid to pray? 
who would be unable to pray? Nay, on this ground, how sweet is 
the work, how precious the privilege! What solace does it pour in- 
to the heart! What light does it shed around the bed of death! What 
unshaken confidence does it give to the last prayer, when entering 
on this side the Jordan of death, “Come Lord Jesus, come quick! y!”’ 
What holy triumph and extatick joy does it mingle in the song of 
ransom, coming out on the other side, “Alleluia, salvation, the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth!”’ O give but the Spirit—the heart must 
swell, and the departing soul leave on the cold aud lifeless lips, the 
smile of peace. 
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This view also shows the folly of image worship, unless the image 
be a divine representation. For as we stated in our last number, 
the worship of images is founded on the fact that God is too great 
and glorious a being for us to approach. The peculiar inhabitation 
of the Holy Spirit, tendered in the gospel, is altogether ineonsis- 
tent with that fact, unless Christ possess a divine nature—be “the 
brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his per- 
son.” Particularly does it show that other images than the Lord 
Jesus himself have no place assigned them in the christian temple. 
For, the assumption that Christ is too great and glorious to be 
an object of a direct act of worship, or the direct medium of ap- 
predct to “the throne of grace,” is wholly inconsistent with the 

oly Ghost Ppa in our “bodies” as his consecrated “temples; 
seeing that he is alike great and glorious person. ‘The very fami- 
liarity which other images suppose improper is thus constantly che- 
rished by the Holy Spirit “given unto us.”” We are thankful for 
it: for **‘wherever the Spirit of God is,” in the sense alluded to, 
the inmate of our bosoms, “there is” that “liberty.” 

How the Holy Ghost fulfils his office as an advocate, or in what 
manner he affects us in prayer, so that by him we have ability to 
pray, are questions yet to be considered, which we must reserve for 
our next paper. In the mean time, let the truths already stated be 
seriously weighed, and let us take heed to ourselves that “the Lord 
our God make not a breach upon us, for that we sought him not af- 
ter the due order.”’ ‘The things we have said are not only trug, but 
they are truths of the utmost importance to every one who would 
draw nigh with acceptance to the Hésrer of prayer. And if to any 
they seem novel, let them be calmly and candidly examined: and 


“may the Lord give us wisdom in all things.’ 
THEOPHILUS. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Report of the Executive Committee for the management of the mis- 
sions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wesley, the Rev. Dr. 
Coke, and others; and now carried on under the direction of the 
Methodist Conference. 

(Concluded from p. 137.) 


The committee have to congratulate the subscribers in general, 
on the increase of the funds. The receipts of the year, as will be 
seen by the financial statement, have more than equalled the large 
aqeaiiiet, besides the payment of large arrears. This the com- 
mittee ascribe, under the blessing of God, to the operation of mis- 
sionary societies, adult and juvenile, formed in different parts of 
the kingdom; and carried in some places, with great zeal into full 
efficiency. Here the rich and the poor have met together; the aged, 
and the youth, and.the child, have united in the service of Christ, 
and presented their offerings to his cause; and the committee trust, 
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that wherever it is practicable, the recommendation of the confer- 
ence of 1814 on this subject will be adopted, that the supply may 
be constant as the moral necessities of an unsaved world; and in- 
creasing as, by the providence of God, are the opportunities for 
communicating to it that only means of its salvation, the gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

To the effect of that greater publicity which has lately been given 
to the state of the heathen world by different means, and the en- 
forcement of the obligations of Christians to extend the kingdom 
of their Lord, the committee also attribute that increase of mis- 
sionary zeal which has this year furnished them with a full supply 
of missionaries for every station. Not less than 12 preachers, sta- 
tioned in English circuits, and enjoying all the comforts and ad- 
vantages of the home ministry, have offered themselves as foreign 
missionaries, exclusive of those who had previously acted only as 
local preachers. Of these, several have already taken their depart- 
ure for different stations, and the rest wait the call of God, and the 
direction of their brethren. Their piety, their talents, and in 
some cases considerable learning, give the best promise of future 
usefulness in all the departments of missionary labour; and the 
committee cannot refrain from calling upon the grateful acknow- 
ledgements of their friends, to the “Lord of the harvest,” for thus 
“sending forth more labourers into the harvest.”” With the in- 
crease of the funds there has been also an increase of men suited 
to the work, and willing to embrace it. This is a coincidence which 
cannot fail to lead to the recognition of those evident indications 
of Providence, which now more than ever make it imperious upon 
us to go in the name of the Lord. 

Increasing, however, as are our exertions, and those of almost 
every other religious denomination, the committee would still keep 
it impressed upon the minds of all who have so willingly co-operated 
with them in these attempts to spread the knowledge of Christ, 
that little has been done by any body of Christians separately, or 
by all collectively, in comparison of what remains to do. Active, 
united, and even formidable as have been the movements of the 
Christian world for some years past, against the kingdom of dark- 
ness and sin, only a few of its outworks have been won, and little 
more than mere facilities obtained for extensive conquest. Whilst 
more than one half of the subjects of the British empire itself dre 
Pagans, every obligation of patriotism, policy, iol religion, de- 
mands persevering exertions to circulate the vital principles of true 
godliness through every member of the political body, until an em- 
pire fully christianized shall be presented to the eye of the world, 
exhibiting as in the first ages of the church, the glorious triumphs 
of the gospel over the vices which deform, and the miseries which 
desolate the fairest portions of the globe; and displaying for the 
instruction and imitation of Pagan Asia in particular, the beneficial 
effects of Christianity, on the civil and moral interests of man. 

Were there even no other field for missionary labours than that 
which is presented by the British empire, comprising so great a por- 
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tion of India, and numerous Asiatick islands, a part of Africa, and 
the colonies of the western Archipelago, and of North America, 
the united efforts of all Christians for many years to come would 
find a large share of occupation; but beyond the bounds of the 
British empire, extensive as it is, and comprehending so many large 
and populous Pagan countries, lie scenes of affecting moral misery. 
Immense shades of darkness still remain unpierced by a ray of 
heavenly light. Empires, composed of hundreds of millions of 
souls, still remain under the power of satan; and the worship of 
idols and devils, still robs “God over all blessed for evermore,” of 
the wership due to his holy name by his redeemed creatures. 
Whilst the world presents such an aspect, there is surely enough 
of wretchedness to keep alive our sympathies, and enough of sin 
tv rouse into vivid operation the feeling of indignant jealousy for 
the honour of the Lord of Hosts. The debt of the Christian world 
to the heathen remains undischarged; it has run awfully into ar- 
rears, and the favourable opportunities of access to every part of 
the pagan world are the infallible indications that the Governour and 
the Judge of the world, and especially of the churches, now de- 
mands its payment. The successes of the missions of modern 
times are certainly not a discharge from the service, but the strong- 
est incitements to pledge every energy anew. to its holy objects. 
The efficiency of the gospel has been again demonstrated in our 
own day, in the conversion and salvation of heathens of every 
class, of every clime, and~of every form of pagan superstition. 
Every missionary enterprize, if prudently, and above all, if piously 
undertaken, if it be consecrated by singleness of view, and sup- 
ported by prayer, has a moral certainty of success. Every sign 
of the times indicates that the period is fully come when the out- 
casts of men shall be remembered, and they who are ready to pe- 
rish shall obtain mercy. Pressing therefore as the state of affairs 
is, the committee are persuaded that the last retrenchment which 
any person alive to the glory of God, and the salvation of men, 
will make, whenever obliged to make retrenchment, will be the 
sums he has devoted, first to the support of religion at home, 
and secorid, to the natural and necessary consequence of the for- 
mer, the extension of religion abroad. God calls, and his people 
follow. He who now goes on “from conquering to conquer,” now 
more evidently puts himself at the head of his sacramental host: 
the battle is turned to the gate, and none, it is hoped, will be found 
treacherous to the grand and momentous struggle; none who will 
not wield his weapon in the war, or stretch out his hand to reple- 
nish the treasury. ‘Signs of the Son of Man,” signs of glory and 
conquest, transfuse a new vigour into the heart, and spread new 
prospects to the hopes of the righteous. “Bel boweth down, Nebo 
stoopeth;” the light of the morning, on the tops of the mountains, 
catches the waiting eyes of those who sit in the shadow of death. 
The — exile hastens to be delivered. ‘The whole creation of 
rational creatures crushed beneath the accumulated weight of the 
tyrannising superstitions of ages, “groaneth and travaileth in pain 
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io be delivered from the bondage of corruption.”’ All is prepara- 
tion and movement. “The rod of his strength is gone out of Zion, 
and he must reign in the midst of his enemies.” His people too 
are “willing in the day of his power;” and nothing remains to 
give them their full share in the blessing and glory of that victory, 
which is to re-assert the rights of God to the love and homage 
of a world of redeemed men, but that they be stedfast and im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” Their la» 
bour, directed by his word, and animated by his Spirit, “cannot be 
in vain.” 





F DOMESTICK. 
Speech of William Jay, Esq. at the late annual meeting of thé 
American Bible Society. 

I rise, sir, to offer a resolution, in perfect harmony with that be- 
nign principle which unites in one common bond, the members of 
this institution, however various their political or religious opinions. 
The resolution I propose, is a vote of thanks to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, for their early and decided ap- 
probation of the institution of this society. 

From the strong terms in which this approbation was declared, 
the society may confidently anticipate additional zeal in her cause; 
and she may indulge the expectation, that the example thus set b 
a body so large and respectable, will be followed by the ecclesiasti- 
cal assemblies of the other religious denominations. And what 
object can they recommend to the patronage of their churches, 
more worthy their regard, than the American Bible Society? They 
who most value the ordinances of the gospel, and the blessings of 
religious instruction, will be the most anxious that the vast propor- 
tion of mankind, who, from heathen superstition, their only infid 
lity, or the peculiar circumstances of their condition, are inaccessi- 
ble to the proofs and persuasions of a Christian ministry, should 
not also be deprived of the warnings and invitations of our Lord 
and his apostles. May we not hope that the time is not far distant, 
when the numerous denominations which now constitute the Christ- 
ian family in this country, will find in this society a bond of union 
unknown before, a rallying point for their hitherto divided efforts 
in the service of their common Master? 

From the ascension of the Saviour to the present time, his disei- 
ples have too generally lost that badge of their profession by which 
they were commanded to distinguish themselves from others. Love 
one another, seems to have been a precept almost too, divine, to be 
comprehended or abeyed by beings of a fallen world. While all 
have acknowledged the obligations of charity, few indeed, have felt 
the influence of that principle, which, when time shall be no more; 
when faith shall be lost in knowledge, and hope in fruition, shall 
still dwell in the bosom of God; shall still sway the affections of 
every spirit in Heaven. Under the guise of this angel of light, has 
the arch-deceiver of mankind bound the martyr to the stake; arm- 
ed Christians against Christians; dissolved the tender sympathies 
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of domestick life, and severed the bonds of civil society. The pro- 
gressing influence of the gospel has weakened, but not destroyed, 
the delusion. Under the same guise, he is still dividing the fol- 
lowers of the Prince of Peace; and with infernal art, he not only 
alps them from uniting their strength to resist his power, but, 

y exciting in their breasts the unholy passions of envy and jea- 
lousy, he is making them his unconscious auxiliaries. 

However misrepresented or misunderstood, Christian charity 
is still the same, and to this day exhibits the same features ascribed 
to her by the great Apostle of the Gentiles; still seeking not her 
own; not easily provoked; thinking noevil. Some, it is true, have 
in all ages exemplified this principle in their lives; but it was re- 
rico 2 the British and Gp 2 Bible Society to exhibit it in all 
its heavenly lustre; breathing glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace and good will to man. We are following the bright 
example. Pure, disinterested benevolence, unmingled with private 
views; unpolluted by political intrigues and sectarian jealousies, is 
the principle which actuates and governs this society. To advance 
the glory of our Maker, and to promote the salvation of our fellow 
men, by giving them an unerring standard of faith and rule of prac- 
tice, is our only object. As this object does not need, so it does 
not demand, the smallest sacrifice of truth, the slightest concession 
of opinion. When we enter this society, we neither leave, nor are 
we expected to leave behind us our distinctive religious opinions. 
Had this society been so constituted, as to have required from her 
members any practice or admission inconsistent with the strongest 
attachment to the peculiar tenets of the Episcopal Church, of which 
I am a member, [ would not now, sir, have had the honour of ad- 
dressing you. But although our opinions continue different, our 
hearts are here united; we here learn not to call those common, 
whom God hath cleansed; and rejoice to discover, that those 
views and sentiments which we cannot but regard as erroneous, 
are still consistent with holiness of life, and zeal for the service of 
God. 

It is thus, that the society, by dispelling prejudices, promoting 
candour, and cultivating the benevolent affections, tends to prepare 
the mind for the reception of those sacred truths, which it is her 
design to disseminate: and thus she repays, and more than repays 
her members, for all their exertions inher cause. But her hallowed 
influence is not confined within her own limits. She is taking from 
the ruler and the subject, the rich and the poor, pledges of their 
belief in the inspired volume; and is recording their protests against 
the slanders nog falsehoods of infidelity. She aspires to still more 
exalted good; she is publishing to immortal and accountable beings, 
the will of their Creator, and the means of securing their eternal 
felicity. This knowledge was at one time hid from the world; and 
mankind, sensible of their want of it, sought for it in a thousand 
ways, as impious as they were absurd. One favoured nation was, 
indeed, honoured with partial revelations from God. Sometimes 
prophets were commissioned to announce his commands; now, his 
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will was disclosed in the visions of the night: now, declared by an 
angel from Heaven. Thanks be to God! No angel from Heaven; 
no visions of the night; no prophet breathing the accents of inspi- 
ration, are now required to teach us his perfections, and our duties. 
One volume, bearing the impress of Deity, tells us ouforigin and 
destination; reveals a God of mercy and of justice; discloses a Sa- 
viour for sinners; opens to our view a Heaven and a hell, and dis- 
covers the path to each. Were those tables of stone which were 
once “meee by the finger of the Almighty still to be viewed, what 
multitudes would press around them; and with what holy awe would 
they scrutinize every line! With what transcendent reverence ought 
that volume to be regarded, which is written by the same God, and 
filled, not with commands only, but with immortal hopes, and tidings 
of great joy! Of such a volume who can be ignorant? What child of 
poverty so destitute, as to want this lamp to his feet, this light to 
his path? Alas! the vice and misery which every where abound, might 
convince us, that all have not access to the lessons of Divine wis- 
dom; to the promises and threats of Divine mercy and justice. Yes, 
sir, Aah and tens of thousands in this country, and millions 
in others, are without the Bible. 

Knowing as we do, that the Scriptures are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; what 
changes might we not expect in the moral condition of the world, 
were they put into the hands of all who are capable of reading 
them? Can we doubt that the Divine blessing would generally ac- 
company them; and that joy and peace in this world, and eternal 
felicity in the world to come, would, in innumerable instances, be 
the results of their universal diffusion? This then, is the object of 
the American Bible Society, and this the hope which cheers in its 
prosecution. Yes, sir, we are associated for the hallowed purpose 
of revealing a Saviour to those who know of none; of pointing out 
the road to Heaven to those who are taking that which leads to de- 
struction; of offering consolation to those who are sorrowing with- 
out hope; of announcing pardon to those who are overwhelmed with 
remorse; of dispelling the darknesss of the tomb, and opening, be- 
yond it, the view of another and a better world. 

The benevolence of this society is no less diffusive than it is Di- 
vine. In the distribution of her bounty, she knows neither sect 
nor country; nor acknowledges any other limits than those which 
the Christians of America shall assign to her exertions. ‘The sphere 
of her usefulness must be proportionate to the patronage she re- 
eeives. That patronage has hitherto been ample, and has reflected 
new lustre on our national character. The efforts already made by 
this institution, have roused the attention of Europe and America; 
and have been received, both as a proof of its efficiency, and 
as a pledge of the intentions of the community to foster and pro- 
tect it. 

Twelve months since, and this society rose into being, hailed by 
the prayers and the hopes of the American Church. Those pray- 
ers have been heard; those hopes fulfilled. From this institution 
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are now flowing, in a rapid and increasing current, those waters of 
- life, which will refresh and fertilize our parched land; and cause 
the wilderness to blossom. Light breaks upon our western terri- 
tories. <a remote regions, the savage, amidst the gloom of 
primeval forests, lately tortured his captive. The scene is chan- 
ged; the forest has fallen; the savage has disappeared; and the 
earth is inhabited by civilized man. Butalas! Religion has follow- 
ed civilization with unequal steps. Occupied by incessant labour, 
dispersed by situation, and destitute of the Bible, a cloud of igno- 
rance is in many places gathered over the settlers, which threatens 
to intercept the rays of the Sun of Righteousness. To these our 
Brethren, bound to us by the ties of a common country, common in- 
terest, and common blood; this society will eagerly extend her 
hand, and will shortly furnish them with that best gift, which will 
crown and sanctify the many blessings they already enjoy. Nor 
will the endeavours of this society be viewed with thankless indif- 
ference. Christians, in every part of our country, will show their 
sense of the benefits she is conferring, by establishing tributary as- 
sociations. ‘The examplehas been set, and is spreading with rapid- 
ity. A new confederacy is forming between the states of the Ame- 
rican Union. The political ties which have hitherto united them, 
are now to be strengthened and consecrated by their combining ex- 
ertions in the service of theirAlmighty Protector. Thirteen states, 
together with the territory of Michigan, and the district of Colum- 
bia, have entered this holy alliance, and have organized auxiliary 
societies. 

Soon shall the Christians of America, from the Missouri to the 
Atlantick; from Orleans to Niagara, form one vast communion, hold ; 
ing the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace; and, with concen- 
trated energy, proclaim the xt Nagomanem gospel to all nations, and 
kindreds, and tongues. I look around me in vain, for an object 
more sublime in contemplation, more reviving to the hopes of 
a Christian, and more deserving of his gratitude and love, than the 
American Bible Society; occupied in promoting the eternal welfare 
of immortal souls; unmoved by the violence of nations; uninfluen- 
ced by the allurements of ambition, or the suggestions of interest; 
serene in the midst of political animosity and religious controversy, 

“As some tall clit that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 


5 . 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.”’ 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. ’ 


An account of an interesting and pious child, extracted from a let- 
ter written soon after its death. 
‘As to the departed spirit of our dear little Ann, I cannot doubt 
but it has reached 


the general assembly and church of the first born 
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in heaven; and I believe that Jesus will raise her body at the last day, 
more pure, more lovely, and free from every sin. She was so plea- 
sant and amiable in her natural disposition, that her short stay with 
us was made happy in having all her wishes attended to. My par- 
tiality saw no faults. We scarce ever were alone, but she would, 
of her own accord, begin to converse on serious subjects. Heaven 
seemed to have the first place in her thoughts; and she often said, 
when enjoying perfect health, she should rather die and go to God, 
than live to grow up; for this was a sinful world. One time last 
winter I came into the chamber where I now am, and found her in 
tears. Iasked what made her cry: she said she was afraid she did 
not love God best of all. I asked, what made her now think she did 
not love him? She said her heart was wicked, and she was afraid 
she did not know how to love him as she ought todo. [cou!d not help 
comforting the sweet child; and told her if she only loved him as 
well as she could, he would love her, and when she grew older, she 
would love him better; but if she did not live to grow up, he would 
take her to his own bosom. She seemed quite animated with the 
thought of going to heaven, and said; aunt Sarah, do you think I 
shall know my Saviour? I told her yes, for he would take her into 
his arms. She then said, if I get to heaven before any of our fami- 
ly, they will not all be strangers to me there, for I shall know my 
dear grandpappa, and aunt Lydia, and aunt D. After this she ofs 
ten spoke confidently of going to that happy place; and I noticed, 
whenever she said any thing of Jesus, she would say, my Saviour. 
Still she often lamented she could not be so good as she wished. I 
think I told you, that twice during the winter, she. of her own mind, 
wrote down some resolutions and brought them to me to keep for 
her; but she came one day with tears in her eyes, and said her wick- 
ed heart would not let her keep them. She always went to meet- 
ing with me, and I have often been astonished at her conversation 
as we walked along. She frequeutly said, she hoped to hear every 
word, for it might be her last sabbath; and often remarked, she did 
not know she should ever see the light ofanother day. Besides her 
morning and evening form of prayer, this endearing chiid has, for 
more than a year, been in the habit of retiring by herself for secret 
devotion. If ever I went into the chamber and found her on her 
bended knees, she never was the least disturbed; neither looked up 
to see who it was. A day or two before I left her, she asked me i! 
I should like to hear her. I dont know how it was; but much as | 
longed to hear her, I left it entirely with her; and by so doing de 

prived myself of the last opportunity of hearing her pious supplica- 
tions to her heavenly Parent. I did not leave the room, however; 
and the length of time she was engaged surprised me. I thonght if 
must have been fifteen minutes. When done, I asked what she 
prayed for. Never shall I forget the solemnity of her voice, and 
countenance, when she looked upon me and said, that J might be 
made perfect in holiness. ‘This affected me so much, I could say no 
more. Dear child, little did I think this prayer was so soon to be 
answered.”? This interesting child had reached but her 7th year. 
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FROM THE CONNECTICUT COURANT. 


SLAVES IN MOROCCO. 

Till of late nothing scarcely was known of the interior of Mo- 
rocco, by the continental Europeans, nor even by the British garri- 
son at Gibraltar. In 1802, James Gray Jackson, esq. a British mer- 
chant, published an account of the empire of Morocco, computed 
from miscellaneous observations made during a long residence in, 
and various journies through that country. The Moors, or Mosel- 
men, purchase their siaves from Tombuctoo, by means of the cara- 
vans which are frequently passing from the one country to the other. 

“These slaves” (observes Mr. Jackson,) “are treated very differ- 
ently from the coasts of Guinea. and our settlements on the Gambia, 
to the West India islands. After suffering those privations which 
all who traverse the African Desart must necessarily and equally 
submit to, masters as well as servants and slaves, they are convey- 
ed to Fez and Morocco; and after being exhibited in the sock, or 
publick market-place, they are sold to the highest bidder, who car- 
ries them to his home; where, if found faithful, they are considered 
as members of the family, and allowed an intercourse with the free- 
born women of the household. Being in the daily habit of hearing 
the Arabick language spoken, they soon acquire a partial knowledge 
of it; and the Mohammedan religion teaching the unity of God, they 
readily reject paganism, and embrace Mohammedanism. The 
Mooselmin masters then instil! into their vacant minds, ready to 
receive the first impression, the fundamental principlé of the Moo- 
selmin doctrine. ‘The more intelligent learn to read and write, and 
afterwards acquire a partial knowledge of the Koran: and such as 
can read and understand one chapter, from that time procure their 
emancipation from slavery; and the master exults in having conver- 
ted an infidel, and in full faith expects favour from heaven for the 
action, and for having liberated a slave. When these people do not 
turn their minds to reading, and learning the principles of Moham- 
medanism, they generally obtain their freedom after eight or ten 
years servitude; for the more conscientious Mooselmin considerfthem 
as servants, and purchase them for about the same sum that they 
would pay in wages to a servant during the above period; at the ex- 

iration of which term, by giving them their liberty, they, accord- 
ing to their religious opinions, acquire a blessing from God, for hav- 
ing done an act which a Mooselmin considers more meritorious in 
the sight of heaven, than the sacrifice of a goat, or even of a camel. 
This liberation is entirelv voluntary on the part of the owner; and I 
have known some slaves so attached to their owners from good 
treatment, that when they have been offered their liberty, they 
have actually refused it, prefering to continue in servitude.” 

While we contrast the account given above by Mr. Jackson, with 
the manner in which the negroes have been treated for three centu- 
ries past by people calling themselves by the hallowed name of chris- 
tian, what can we say other than that, the one with his heart be- 
lievetli in the religion he professes, and the religion of the other 
lies only in his lips. Now that the abominable slave trade is no 
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longer legalizedsnow that itis abolished and strictly —- by the 
general laws of christendom, excepting Spain and Portugal: even 
now there are apostate Americans, who, sailing under Spanish and 
Portuguese colours, are robbing Africa of her sons and daughters, 
and transporting them in fetters and under every afflicting and ap- 
palling circumstance, to hopeless and most cruel servitude—even 
now there are American merchants, sitting in their counting rooms 
and coolly casting up their probable gains from such nefarious voy- 
ages, who per-adventure, on Sunday, appear at church with devout 
faces, and bow their heads at the name of Jesus! 


+o 


Prejudice against allowing Servants to read the Bible. 


A gentleman who had subscribed a guinea a year to one of the 
Southwark Societies, and whose servants had also become members 
of it, intimated to Mr. D. that he could no longer give his support 
to such societies. On being asked the reason, he replied, that they 
had ruined his servants: he had one of the best women servants in 
the world; but on a late occasion, when he wished to be dénied to a 
emiprs who called, and bid her say he was not at home, she told 

im she could not say so. Why so? said he. “I have read my 
Bible,” she replied, “and cannot tell a lie.” Mr. D. however on 
conversing with his friend, who was a man of sense, soon convin- 
ced him that he was wrong in supposing that the Bible had ruined 
his servant. It was far more probable, said he, that she who was 
taught to tell lies for him, would soon learn to tell lies to him. 
This friend, instead of withdrawing his subscription, immediately 
doubled it,” 


— + ee 


gs following lines were composed by a young lady of a respect- 
able family in New-Hampshire, in grateful remembrance of Mrs. 
Harriet NewE ct, by the instrumentality of whose writings, her 
mind was first paws & impressed with divine things. They are 
expressive of the most tender feelings, and breathe a spirit of ardent 
piety, which cannot fail to affect the feelings of every benevolent 
veart.—Ep. | 


Harriet, while on thy lovely face, 
I fix my mournful eyes, 

Thy features, with resistless grace, 

Direct me to thy dwelling place, 
Thy home above the skies. 


While nor the blest, nor holy page, 
Nor truth from rev’rend tongue, 

Nor warning from parental age, 

Could my relentless heart engage, 
Nor precepts from the young: 


Thy quick’ning words, with heav’nly art, 
With blessing from above, 
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Could melt th’ invulnerable heart, 


The Hermon dew of peace impart, 
And fill the soul with love. 


When youth was painted on thy face, 
And sparkled in thine eye, 

And beauty bloom’d in matchless grace, 

And pleasures all, woo’d thine embrace, 
That bloom’d beneath the sky. 


The joys of youth and beauty’s bloom, 
And all that thee was giv’n, 
Thou knew’st must soon in painful gloom, 
Be lodg’d within the narrow tomb, 
To seek for joys in heav’n. 


When from the pleasures of the world, 
Thou willingly wast driv’n, 
Though from the throne of fortune hurl’d, 
Hope’s varying banners were not furl’d, 
or still thou hadst thine heav’n. 


When conscious that thy much lov’d home, 
No more would greet thine eyes, 
Destin’d o’er ocean’s waves to roam, 
Thine eye of faith sti!l saw thy home, 
Thy home above the skies, 


And thou the victory did’st win, 
And on thy Saviour’s breast, 

Thy spirit is releas’d from sin, 

The traveller has found an inn, 
The pilgrim sunk to rest. 


a 


And Hope has laid her banner low, 
And Faith has clos’d her eye, 

And Harriet is releas’d from woe: 

The “parting tear,”’ no more to flow 
The bursting heart to sigh. 


And Newell, soon thine exile feet 
Shall tread the heav’nly shore 

Thy Harriet will thy spirit greet: 

Thy little babe thou there wilt meet, 
And bid “adieu” no more. 


—— 
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